Attachment 4B


 “Postwar Population Shifts”

Primary Source Activity – Teacher’s Key
Directions:  Use Attachment 2 primary source documents to answer the following questions.

Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (“G.I. Bill”)

1.  In what two major ways did the G.I. Bill assist World War II veterans when they returned home after the war?

1) The government offered to pay for education expenses, including a living allowance while a veteran was taking classes.  2) The government guaranteed loans for the construction of new houses and/or for purchasing a farm or starting a business.

Racial Composition of Major U.S. Cities: 1940 vs. 1990

2.  Examining the five major cities listed, how did the racial composition (white to black ratio) change between 1940 and 1990?  
In all five cities, the black percentage of the city’s population increased (or the white percentage decreased) substantially.  [Tell students this is what is often referred to as “white flight.”]
3.  List some possible reasons that might explain why the racial composition of these cities changed as it did.

Student responses could include: whites fled the city for race-based reasons or fears; more whites were able to take advantage of the opportunity to buy a house outside the city; more whites served in the army during World War II and thus were eligible for the G.I. Bill’s housing loans; blacks moved into the cities at higher rates, thus increasing the black proportion of the population.

Postwar Birth Rates, 1940—1960

4.  What trend do you see in the American birth rate between 1940 and 1960?  
The birth rate steadily increased from about 19-20 per thousand in 1940 to 24-25 per thousand by 1960.
5.  Why might an increasing birth rate (and larger family size) cause people to leave the cities for the suburbs?

Student responses could include:  a higher birth rate could create overcrowding in the cities, causing many to flee to the suburbs; larger families could require a larger house in the suburbs, as opposed to a smaller apartment in the city; families might want the bigger yard, parks, and open spaces of the suburbs for their young children; city schools may be growing overcrowded and new schools may be opening in the suburbs.

A Criticism of Suburbanization and A Defense of Suburbanization

6.  Summarize the main ideas of both Mumford (A Criticism) and Patterson (A Defense).  
Mumford criticizes the suburbs as lacking any unique features, being bland, and leading people to conform to one standard of living.  Patterson rejects criticisms like Mumford’s, noting that suburbanization helped the postwar economy, improved people’s standard of living, and was not as conformist as some would believe.  He also states that Americans appreciated the “space” and property-ownership they experienced in the suburbs.

7.  Which assessment of suburbanization – Mumford’s or Patterson’s – do you tend to agree with?  Why?

Student answers will vary, but should explain why they agree with Mumford’s criticism or Patterson’s defense more than the other.

2008 Election Results, Ohio Counties

8.  Which party gets more electoral support from urban areas (large counties with large cities of more than 100,000 people)?  
the Democratic Party
9.  Which party gets more electoral support from suburban areas (fairly large counties with suburbs of fewer than 100,000 people) and rural areas (small counties with towns/villages of less than 5,000 people)?  
the Republican Party
Images of the “Rust Belt”

10.  Based on what you see in these images, what can you infer are some of the economic effects of the mass migration from the “Rust Belt” to the “Sun Belt” ?
Student responses could include: businesses and factories closed, neighboring restaurants and social gathering places closed, tax revenue was lost.

11.  What can you infer are some of the social effects of this migration?  
Student responses could include:  those who could afford to may have left these areas; important city services (like schools, parks, trash collection, etc.) were reduced creating a lower standard of living; people may have been more depressed, leading to drug or alcohol problems, crime, illness, etc.

Congressional Representation by State: 1940-2010 

12.  Which states show increases in congressional representation between 1940 and 2010?  In which region(s) of the country are these states?  
California (West); Texas (South); Florida (South).

13.  Which states show decreases in congressional representation between 1940 and 2010?  In which region(s) of the country are these states
New York (North/East); Illinois (North/Midwest); Ohio (North/Midwest).

14.  How might these changes affect the political influence of these states in Congress?  
States with more representatives have more votes and voice in Congress, and thus are likely to have policies enacted that they support.  States with fewer representatives have fewer votes and less voice in Congress, and thus are likely to have policies enacted that they oppose or are less likely to get policies enacted that they support or need.  

Recent Presidential Elections

15.  From which regions of the country have nearly all of the recent presidents come?  
the South or West
16.  How might the election of a president affect the political influence of his home state or region?  Presidents may be more likely to support policies that benefit their home state or region.
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