Attachment 4


“The Emerging Middle-Class Culture” 
Name 

Primary Source Activity

Directions:  Using the attached primary source documents, answer the following questions.

Urban vs. Rural Population (graph)
1.  How did the American population change between 1870 and 1920?  What trend(s) do you notice in the graph?

2.  Based on your knowledge of this period, what factors contributed to this trend?

The Changing American Family (graph)

3.  How did the birthrate change between 1860 and 1920?  What trend(s) do you notice in the graph?

4.  Based on your knowledge of this period, what factors contributed to this trend?

Higher Education in the United States (graph)

5.  How did the number of Bachelor’s degrees earned in the United States change between 1870 and 1900?  What trend(s) do you notice in the graph?

6.  Based on your knowledge of this period, how would these changes in education affect the workforce?

Comparing Monthly Budgets (chart)
7.  Compare the budgets of the laborer and the professional (accountant).  What differences do you notice?

8.  What conclusions can you draw about the lifestyles of the two families?

The Emergence of a Middle-Class Culture

9.  How might the trends you identified above change the way people lived their daily lives?  Consider how they might spend their time; what they might need or choose to buy with their money; where they might go; etc.  Identify several possible changes to their lifestyle, using the remaining documents as evidence of these changes; however, do not limit your list to only those things explicit in the documents.  
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