Attachment 13
Day 3 Motivational Frontloading:  Begin by telling the following story:

The Moravians had left Morvia and Bohemia which are located in the Czech Republic.  Their strong belief in the Bible drove them from this home for religious freedom.  In 1721, led by David Zesiberger, they moved to Pennsylvania.

The Delaware Indians originally lived in New Jersey and later moved to parts of Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New York.  There were two major groups, the Unamis and the Munsees.  They spoke their own language called Lenape.

The Delaware lived in agricultural settlements but then later joined the Europeans in the occupation of fur trading.  The preoccupation of hunting for furs took the Delaware’s attention away from farming.  This caused some food shortages, and the Delaware became dependent on the Europeans for manufactured goods.  Because of these difficult times for the Delaware, it was understandable when they turned to the Moravian Missions for a better life.

The Delaware joined the Moravian missions at first in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.  The Moravian mission leaders and the converted Indian families decided to move to the Tuscarawas valley in Ohio in 1770 after they received an invitation from the Delaware leaders in the Ohio country.

The Delaware returned to their agricultural nature, and they grew the traditional Native American “three sisters”, a crop of corn, beans and squash.  Families also grew potatoes, turnips, and cabbage in their fenced family gardens.   The Delaware believed that agriculture was the job for women, but the Moravians insisted that the men help with these chores.  Most other times, there was a Moravian policy to avoid interfering with the Indian's cultural practice. 

The customs the Delaware maintained were eating their traditional diet, using herbal medical treatments, building canoes, weaving mats and baskets, and working with leather.  Indian converts adopted the dressing style of the Europeans, but they did continue their own customs of tattooing, piercing and distending the outer ear rim.
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