Attachment 5

“Think About” Democracy Questions
Name _______________________________
1. Do laws protect us?
2. What is democracy?
3. How are laws a part of democracy?
4.   Do you think we need all these steps? Why or why not?

5.   Would the rights of the people still be as protected if we didn’t have all these steps?  

Why or why not?
6. 
Do we see examples of democracy in the process of a bill becoming law? How so?

7. 
Why would the Founding Fathers think we need all these steps?
8. 
What would happen without government to protect our democracy and was Madison 
 
right in his statement, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary?”

“Think about” Democracy questions – Answer Key
(possible answers, but not limited to…)
1.
Do laws protect us?

Some do and some don’t, but they are meant to protect us.

2.
What is democracy?

A government by the people

3.
How are laws a part of democracy?

Laws are the rules that the people want to set appropriate behavior in society.

4.   Do you think we need all the steps in making a bill into a law? Why or why not?
They were set by the Founding Fathers so that no one branch of government or one person(s) would have too much power.

5.   Would the rights of the people still be as protected if we didn’t have all these steps?  
Why or why not?

Not really, people could abuse their power without the checks built into the system.

6. 
Do we see examples of democracy in the process of a bill becoming law? How so?
Yes, the bill must pass successfully through two houses of Congress and be approved by the President, or if vetoed a 2/3 override vote in Congress. No one person can control the laws. There are other examples as well.
7. 
Why would the Founding Fathers think we need all these steps?
They wanted to protect us from falling back into the situation of a monarchy were one person had such complete power.

8.
What would happen without government to protect our democracy and was Madison 
right in his statement, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary?”

Answers will vary.
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