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	Focus Skills: (Verbs + Level of Bloom)  

What is it that students need to be able to do at the mastery level?  


	Focus Concepts:  (Nouns – Content)

What are the discipline specific nouns used in the benchmarks/indicators?

	· explain
· describe

	
	· Declaration of Independence 

· U.S. Constitution

· Bill of Rights

· Northwest Ordinance
· protection of rights 
· long-term democracy
· how a bill becomes a  law




	Vocabulary:  7-10 words at the core of the unit for all students to be at the mastery level.

	Plan specific ways to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)
· ratify
· override

· pocket veto

· veto
· Conference Committee
· Floor
· sponsor 
· co-sponsor
	Plan a specific way to teach vocabulary. (Copying a definition does not qualify.)

The details will be listed on the day that it is incorporated into the lesson.














Essential Questions:  What are the 2-5 core questions for the unit? 


Engaging to students


Open ended


Leads to Essential Understandings or Big Ideas


Raises other questions  (Can and should be revisited)





1. Do laws protect us? 


2. What is democracy?


3. How are laws a part of democracy?


4. How does a democracy protect our rights?


5. What are the purposes and structures that make a democracy last? 


     








Benchmarks/Indicators (Include the full wording for the 2-4 requirements for the unit)


 


Standard:  Government





Benchmark: 


B. Explain how the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution including the Bill of Rights, and the Northwest Ordinance have provided for the protection of rights and the long-term future of a growing democracy.





Indicator: 


Rules and Laws


* 8. Describe the process by which a bill becomes a law.








Place a ( * ) by the Benchmark or Indicator being assessed on your Summative Assessment question. 




















Materials: (Media Centers or Public Library)


House Mouse, Senate Mouse by Peter and Cheryl Barnes 


School House Rock containing “I’m Just a Bill” DVD or video 





Handouts or Activity Sheets:


Attachment 1:  Process Sheet


Attachment 2:  Vocabulary 


Attachment 3:  Flow Chart


Attachment 4a-r:  Bill Steps – the pages are unnumbered – students determine the order


Attachment 5:  Democracy Questions


Attachment 6a-c:  Protecting a Democracy


Attachment 7:  Quiz and a Summative Assessment Question  






































Essential Understandings or Big Ideas:  1-3 at the core of the unit


Will it be important 10 years from now – relevancy?


Does it offer the potential to engage the learner?


Is not obvious, but requires insights that experts understand about the topic which novices do not understand.  (Wiggins and McTighe, 1999)


Is this true for people of all ages and from all cultures?   





“If men were angels, no government would be necessary.”  - James Madison


                                                                                                     





1.  Summative Assessment: 


Begin with the end in mind – align to the content standards


Communicate the expected level of performance to student prior to instruction


Does it link back to the focus skills and concepts?


Format: 


Extended Response question 


student exemplar response 


rubric





Target Benchmark:  Government B. 8





Summative Assessment Question:


The steps for how a bill becomes law are part of the democratic process which protects citizens’ rights. Summarize two steps from the process of how a bill becomes a  law. Then explain how each step protects citizens’ rights in our democracy. 





Sample Responses: (not limited to the following)





Any citizen or group of citizens may present an idea for a law to members of the House of Representatives or the Senate to become a bill.  (step)


Congressmen and women are elected to their position by a vote of the people and are therefore accountable to them.  (protection)


Since members of Congress are elected and want to stay in office, they need to listen to the citizens that they represent.   (protection) 


To protect our democracy, both groups of elected officials must approve it before it can later be signed into a law.  (protection)





After a bill is signed by the House and Senate, it goes to the President.  (step)


The legislative and executive branches both have to agree on it becoming a law. This creates a system where no single branch can make a law by itself; i.e., system of checks and balances   (protection)


To create a law that is fair to citizens, different sets of elected officials must agree on the new law.   (protection)





A vetoed bill may go back to Congress for another vote. (step)


Congress, with a 2/3 majority vote in both houses, may override a Presidential veto prohibiting one person from stopping a bill becoming a law.  (protection)


If the veto is not overridden by Congress with a 2/3 majority of support, it would indicate that members of Congress have reexamined their position on the bill and have changed their minds. (protection) 


The President is an elected official and is accountable to the people, therefore may not have the final say on whether or not a bill becomes law; i.e., checks and balances (protection)





Other options are possible, but each would require the step and the protection.














Rubric:





4 Points


The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation of two steps for how a bill becomes a law and an explanation of how each protects citizen’s rights.


     


 3 Points


 The student thoroughly completed 3 of the 4 requirements.





 2 Points


 The student thoroughly completed 2 of the 4 requirements.





1 Point


The student thoroughly completed 1 of the 4 requirements.





0 Points


The student indicates no understanding of how the steps for creating a law protect the rights of citizens in a democracy. 





      











Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Day 3 





Make sure the complete flow chart of the steps on how a bill becomes a law is on the board for students to see. They can also refer to their flow chart.  Attachment 3


Divide students into groups of 4 – 5.





Give each group a copy of the questions asked the previous day.  Attachment 5





Allow students 5 – 10 minutes to discuss and write the answers to the questions. Instruct that they must use examples from the flow chart to support their positions on some of the questions.





Begin the discussion by having individuals from different groups give the group’s response.





After a group gives it response, ask other groups their opinions of what was said. Do the other groups support the answers or not?  Have individuals discuss the ideas back and forth.








Activity – Democracy at Work 


Give each group a card, Attachment 6, showing a step that the bill must take to become a law. IMPORTANT – These are some of the steps that the bill travels from one place to another; i.e., from Congress to the President.





Ask each group to discuss and be able to explain how each step protects democracy in our country.














Day 4 


Review concepts from previous days; “How a bill becomes a law” stages and how this process protects democracy including:


How are laws a part of democracy? 


How does a democracy protect our rights?


What are the purposes and structures that make a democracy last? 


Assessment quiz – Attachment 7

















3.  I Can Statements:


Statements are written in student friendly language so that the student clearly understands the expectation.   They are directly linked to the Benchmarks and Indicators. 





I can explain how the United States Constitution protects our rights.





I can explain how the United States Constitution protects our democracy. 





I can describe the steps a bill can go through to become a law.








5.  Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  





Day 1 


Display the following statement and questions. Ask the students what they think of the statement. Then tell the students to consider the statement and questions as they move through the lesson.





James Madison, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary.”  - Federalist Papers 51


Do laws protect us? 


What is democracy?


How are laws a part of democracy?


How does a democracy protect our rights?


What are the purposes and structures that make a democracy last? 








Frontloading the Unit


The front loading experience will include reading the book House Mouse, Senate Mouse and watching the short video “I’m Just a Bill,” from School House Rock. Completing the sheet will allow you to determine the students' beginning knowledge level.


Distribute process sheet to the students.  Attachment 1


Tell them to read down the steps in the process of a bill becoming a law.


If they have heard of any of the steps, no matter where or when, place an X in the box.  (Column 1)


Read the book, House Mouse, Senate Mouse.  


Students listen to the book and identify the steps mentioned for how a bill becomes a law by placing an X in the second column.


After listening to the book, show the students the video, “I’m Just a Bill.” 


Discuss with the students the columns for House Mouse, Senate Mouse and “I’m Just a Bill” to have them identify when and in which context those steps were mentioned.


After discussing the steps in the bill process, distribute the vocabulary sheets for the students to begin and work on for the remainder of the period.  Attachment 2











Homework


Have students complete for homework any vocabulary not finished in class.











Extension/Enrichment Experiences:  


Include enrichment for each specified checkpoint





Have students role play members of Congress and the President in the process of a bill becoming law. Assign students to different roles (the roles can be those of actual members of Congress). Have each student research the role assigned. Choose a topic that will be the basis for the bill. 





























Sequence of Experiences for ALL Learners:  Continued





Day 2 





Vocabulary  


Begin class with an oral review of the vocabulary terms from Attachment 2. Have students correct the vocabulary that is incorrect.








Activity – How a Bill Becomes a Law


When finished, take out Attachment 3 the steps for the bill process. Remind the students of the front load experiences from the prior day.





Distribute to students a blank copy of the flow chart for How a Bill Becomes a Law.


Attachment 3


Have students verbally state steps mentioned in the two front load experiences.


Scramble the large copies of the steps in the bill process.  Distribute them to students.


Attachment 4a  


One by one, call on the students with their steps and have them come to the front of the class. 


Ask the class where they believe the individual step should be placed on the “chart” on the board. Discuss why they think it should go there.


If any corrections are needed, have the class discuss why they believe the change is necessary.


(Use the flow chart of How a Bill Becomes a Law to arrange these steps on the board in the order they would occur. Tell the students that there were steps not mentioned in the book or on the video, and they will need to leave spaces.)


Show the students the chart How a Bill Becomes a Law and compare it to their own copy of the flow chart. Attachment 4b Answer Key





See the website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.constitution.org/indexco_.htm" ��www.constitution.org/indexco_.htm�l as background information. 











Homework   


Ask the students to consider the following questions for discussion the next day. Questions will be displayed on an overhead for consideration.





Do laws protect us?


What is democracy?


How are laws a part of democracy?


Do you think we need all these steps for a bill to become a law? Why or why not?


Would the rights of the people still be as protected if we didn’t have all these steps? Why 


or why not?


Do we see examples of democracy in the process of a bill becoming a law? How do?


Why would the Founding Fathers think we need all these steps?


What would happen without government to protect our democracy and was Madison right 


in his statement, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary?”�





















4.  Frontloading Experience:


  Designed to provide or reinforce students with background of the concepts and 


    vocabulary awareness for the upcoming unit.


  This is an awareness experience.  It can include children’s books, video clip – 1 to 5 


              minutes, hands-on experience, music, newspaper articles, cartoons, etc.








Use the James Madison quote and direction clarified on Day 1.




































































2.  Formative Assessment:


  Checkpoints along the learning process to determine level of skill mastery


  Checkpoints, self-assessments, observations, etc.


  Used to determine re-teaching or enrichment.  It is not used as a grade in the 


  grade book – rather it is for flexible grouping and planning the next steps in the unit.





 When you give a formative assessment, you need a follow-up plan for those who need 


 intervention and those who already have an understanding of the concept. 








The front load activity will include both the book, House Mouse, Senate Mouse by Peter and Cheryl Barnes and the video, “I’m Just a Bill.” There is a checklist sheet for the student to begin before the activities and then complete during the two activities.  Attachment 1


The process for the frontloading experience is explained on Day 1.














Interdisciplinary Connections: 





In Language Arts class, have students write letters to their delegate in the House of Representatives or Senate about the goals for these lessons. Have students ask the Congressmen or Congresswomen about bills he/she has worked to pass and what the average citizen can do to stay aware of what bills are coming before Congress.
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