Attachment 7

Name _____________________________________________ Date _________________
 How a Bill Becomes Law Quiz
1. A bill that goes back to Congress after a Presidential veto must pass by what margin to 
 become law?

A. 51% vote

B. a 3/4 majority

C. a 2/3 majority

D. it can’t be done

2. Who can introduce an idea for a bill to become law?

A. anyone 

B. only the President

C. only a Senator

D. only a member of the House of Representatives

3. Thousands of ideas are proposed for new laws, but few complete the process. Why do so 

few bills become law?
 
    A. There is a limit to how many laws a President can sign.
    B. The House of Representatives and Senate don't get along.
    C. The bill can die anywhere along the process. 

    D. The public complains when new laws are passed so Congress won't sign many bills.

4. What branch(es) of government is/are required to participate in a bill becoming law?

A. legislative and judicial branches
B. legislative and executive branches

C. judicial and executive branches

D. only the legislative branch

5. Any bill dealing with spending money must start with what specific group?

A. the President 

B. the Senate

C. the Supreme Court 

D. the House of Representatives

The steps for how a bill becomes law are part of the democratic process which protects citizens’ rights. Summarize two steps from the process of how a bill becomes law. Then explain how each step protects citizens’ rights in our democracy.  (4 points)
How a Bill Becomes Law Quiz – Answer Key

1.
C
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C
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Sample Responses: (not limited to the following)

· Any citizen or group of citizens may present an idea for a law to members of the House of Representatives or the Senate to become a bill.  (step)

· Congressmen and women are elected to their position by a vote of the people and are therefore accountable to them.  (protection)

· Since members of Congress are elected and want to stay in office, they need to listen to the citizens that they represent.   (protection) 

· To protect our democracy, both groups of elected officials must approve it before it can later be signed into a law.  (protection)

· After a bill is signed by the House and Senate, it goes to the President.  (step)

· The legislative and executive branches both have to agree on it becoming a law. This creates a system where no single branch can make a law by itself; i.e., system of checks and balances   (protection)
· To create a law that is fair to citizens, different sets of elected officials must agree on the new law.   (protection)

· A vetoed bill may go back to Congress for another vote. (step)

· Congress, with a 2/3 majority vote in both houses, may override a Presidential veto prohibiting one person from stopping a bill becoming a law.  (protection)

· If the veto is not overridden by Congress with a 2/3 majority of support, it would indicate that members of Congress have reexamined their position on the bill and have changed their minds. (protection) 

· The President is an elected official and is accountable to the people, therefore may not have the final say on whether or not a bill becomes law; i.e., checks and balances (protection)
· Other options are possible, but each would require the step and the protection.
Rubric:

4 Points

The student wrote a thorough and complete explanation of two steps for how a bill becomes a law and an explanation of how each protects citizen’s rights.
 3 Points

 The student thoroughly completed 3 of the 4 requirements.

 2 Points
 The student thoroughly completed 2 of the 4 requirements.

1 Point
The student thoroughly completed 1 of the 4 requirements.
0 Points
The student indicates no understanding of how the steps for creating a law protect the rights of citizens in a democracy. 
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