Attachment 1


Name ___________________________
	STEPS IN PROCESS:  How A Bill Becomes a Law
	I HAVE HEARD OF THIS STEP BEFORE
	HOUSE MOUSE/ SENATE MOUSE
	“I’M JUST A BILL”

	Someone has an idea for a bill and a Congressional person sponsors it.
	
	
	

	Bill is introduced into one house of Congress. (Money matters must be introduced into the House of Representatives.)
	
	
	

	Bill is studied by committee and voted upon.
	
	
	

	Bill is sent to the floor to be debated and then is voted upon.
	
	
	

	Approved bill is sent to the other house where it undergoes the same process.
	
	
	

	If a different version of the bill passes the two houses, the bill goes to a Joint Conference Committee for discussion.
	
	
	

	If the Conference Committee agrees to the same language, it goes back to both houses for another vote.
	
	
	

	When bill passes BOTH houses, it goes to the President to be signed.
	
	
	

	The President can sign the bill and it becomes law!
	
	
	

	The President can veto the bill and it CAN go back to both houses for another vote.
	
	
	

	If Congress votes to pass the bill with a 2/3 majority, then the bill becomes law without the Presidents signature.

(overriding a Presidential veto)
	
	
	

	If both houses of Congress do NOT pass the bill with a 2/3 majority, then the bill dies.
	
	
	

	If Congress is IN session, the President can let the bill sit unsigned or without a veto for 10 days and the bill becomes LAW. 
	
	
	

	If Congress is NOT IN session, then the President can let the bill sit without a veto or signature for 10 days and it automatically dies.

(POCKET VETO)
	
	
	


Sample Answer Key
	STEPS IN PROCESS:  How A Bill Becomes a Law
	I HAVE HEARD OF THIS STEP BEFORE
	HOUSE MOUSE/ SENATE MOUSE
	“I’M JUST A BILL”

	Someone has an idea for a bill and a Congressional person sponsors it.
	
	X
	X

	Bill is introduced into one house of Congress. (Money matters must be introduced into the House of Representatives.)
	
	X
	X

	Bill is studied by committee and voted upon.
	
	X
	X

	Bill is sent to the floor to be debated and then is voted upon.
	
	X
	

	Approved bill is sent to the other house where it undergoes the same process.
	
	X
	X

	If a different version of the bill passes the two houses, the bill goes to a Joint Conference Committee for discussion.
	
	X
	

	If the Conference Committee agrees to the same language, it goes back to both houses for another vote.
	
	X
	X

	When bill passes BOTH houses, it goes to the President to be signed.
	
	X
	X

	The President can sign the bill and it becomes law!
	
	X
	X

	The President can veto the bill and it CAN go back to both houses for another vote.
	
	
	X

	If Congress votes to pass the bill with a 2/3 majority, then the bill becomes law without the Presidents signature.

(overriding a Presidential veto)
	
	
	X

	If both houses of Congress do NOT pass the bill with a 2/3 majority, then the bill dies.
	
	
	X

	If Congress is IN session, the President can let the bill sit unsigned or without a veto for 10 days and the bill becomes LAW. 
	
	
	

	If Congress is NOT IN session, then the President can let the bill sit without a veto or signature for 10 days and it automatically dies.

(POCKET VETO)
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