Attachment 5

Westward Ho! (1800-1850 America)

What: Present a play, create an interview, tape a video segment, tape a TV commercial, write a song or perform in some manner material related to (choosing only one):  Erie Canal (or the Ohio & Erie Canal), Oregon Trail, California Gold Rush, or Cherokee Indian Trail of Tears (a different perspective!)


Why: History can be more exciting than studying in a book, or reviewing test material.  Some top dramas of the last few years are historical: Saving Private Ryan, Titanic, the Patriot, Black Hawk Down, etc.  

How: Your drama must tell a story relating to the topic.  You may create your story in various ways as long as your story answers the following questions:

· What is the purpose for your journey (why are you going west)?  What will be the rewards?

· How are you going west (method(s) of transportation)?

· What are the necessary items you will need on your journey?

· What will be the challenges and dangers you will face along the way?

· What type(s) of people will you meet along the way?

· What point of view will the people you meet along the way have compared to yours?
· How is the idea of Manifest Destiny related to your journey? (Prologue or Epilogue)

GRADING: 

Performance musts: 
· Every person in your group must perform.  It does not have to be equal time, but each should have significant time. 
· A visual aid of some sort must also be used in your performance that enhances the story. 
· The time of your performance depends on your group size (point loss for not making minimum time) 

· Solo: 2 - 4 minutes; Group of 2 or 3: 3 - 5 minutes; Group of 4 or 5: 5 - 7 minutes (This is challenging!)
· EXCEPTION: if you write and perform a song, a group of 4 or more only needs to meet a minimum of two minutes, but your group must also submit the lyrics to the song AND we must be able to hear the lyrics during the performance.  You must VIDEOTAPE your song performance.

IDEAS... 

· You can write a play, or create a song, about the actual event 

· Like a family traveling west on the Oregon Trail
· Create a modern play, like you are re-creating the journey in modern times under similar circumstances.
· Your story doesn’t have to be happy and positive 

· For example, The Trail of Tears was not a fun or voluntary migration!
· Create a TV show (and videotape it and show it during class)… such as Jay Leno talking with Irish immigrants that work on the canals, or Oprah interviewing a family on the Oregon Trail, perhaps even selling equipment to Gold Rush miners on the Home Shopping Network.
· Modern references are fine, but you must be accurate with facts you state about your journey.

PRESENTATIONS:

· If you present LIVE, all your group members must be in the same history period.
· If you present on VIDEO, you may have group members in other history periods.  But any time you are given class time to work on your project, you MUST work on it even if your “stuff” is with someone in another period. 
· If you present on a VIDEO you must present it on a VHS tape, DVD or CD.
· Your project must be able to be shown on a standard VCR, DVD player or PC/Windows computer running XP operating system.

No-No’s!!

· Absolutely NO weapons may be used (BB guns, paint guns, cap guns, etc.) in filming.
· Your presentation CANNOT contain inappropriate words, phrases, references or graphic displays.
· Gag reels, Bloopers, Outtakes, Deleted Scenes, etc. do NOT count as part of your time limit.
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