Attachment 5A

Weighing the Evidence Documents:  Teacher Information Page
DOCSTEACH Activity


Weighing the Evidence

WWII: The Homefront Before and After
 All documents and text associated with this activity are printed below, followed by a worksheet for students’ responses.
Introduction

During WWII many women chose to join others and help their country win the war by taking men’s places at their jobs while they were overseas fighting in the war. However when the war was over, women were expected to return home and leave their “new” jobs. 

After analyzing the documents on both sides of the issue, students should be able to answer the following essential questions. 

1.  How does wartime affect societal roles of women? 

2.  How are women affected when they are expected to return to traditional societal    


roles when the war ends? 

Conclusion Assignment
After you have weighed the options, write a one page summary describing your findings. Make sure you reference the pictures in your summary as support for your findings. 
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American Women and Social Change - Women at Work 

1975

Records of the U.S. Information Agency

National Archives Identifier: 50554

The first two minutes of this video are available for viewing.

Betty Medsger, freelance photographer-journalist; Sharon Prah, school librarian; Patricia Franzen, foreman, steel plant; and Joan Wilson, welder, automobile assembly plant, discuss the effects on children of working mothers, the response of men to the working woman, their reasons for working, and the life of women in non-traditional jobs.
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Answering the nation’s need for womanpower, Mrs. Virginia Davis made arrangements for the care of her two children during the day and joined her husband at work in the Naval Air Base in Corpus Christi, Texas. 

8/1942

Collection FDR-PHOCO: Franklin D. Roosevelt Library Public Domain Photographs

National Archives Identifier: 196351
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It’s Our Fight Too 

ca. 1942-1945

Records of the War Production Board

National Archives Identifier: 535415

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

“It’s Our Fight Too!”

The U.S. Government published posters like this one to motivate women to work in defense jobs.
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Line up of some of women welders including the women’s welding champion of Ingalls [Shipbuilding Corp., Pascagoula, MS] 

1943

Records of the Women’s Bureau

National Archives Identifier: 522890
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Man and women joining in producing a vital military aircraft at the big Douglas plant in Long Beach, California. 

ca. 10/1942

Collection FDR-PHOCO: Franklin D. Roosevelt Library Public Domain Photographs

National Archives Identifier: 195486
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Photograph of American Women Replacing Men Fighting in Europe 

7/12/1945

Records of the Office of War Information

National Archives Identifier: 535769

Original caption: American women replace fighting men in Europe. Members of the United States Army Corps (WAC’s) receive candy bars from an American Red Cross canteen worker while they wait to board a ship for Europe in May, 1945. As fighting men from the European theater were being redeployed to the Pacific, WAC’s went over to replace them in some jobs and thus aid the forces of occupation. In ever larger numbers women were also going to the Pacific, where the total of 5,000 already on duty would soon be increased to 7,000, it was announced June 22. Women’s Army Corps members not only do administrative work as secretaries, clerks, stenographers but also work as photographers and radio technicians and in 145 other fields.

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults: Replacing the fighters
Members of the U.S. Women’s Army Corps (WAC) receive candy bars from an American Red Cross canteen worker while they wait to board a ship for Europe in May, 1945. WACs went to Europe to replace the fighting men as they were redeployed to the Pacific.
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Photograph of Betty Ford Watching as Children Steven Ford and Susan Ford Ride on a Glider in the Backyard of their Alexandria, Virginia Home. 

1962

GRF-WHPO: White House Photographic Office Collection (Ford Administration)

National Archives Identifier: 186874

This photograph depicts Mrs. Ford watching her two youngest children, Steven “Steve” and Susan, playing on a swing set glider in their backyard. She has her right hand on the swing set and her left hand on her hip. Oldest brother, Michael “Mike” Ford, is in the right background holding a baseball glove. Representative Gerald R. Ford, Jr. can be seen in the far background. This photograph was taken at 514 Crown View Drive, Alexandria, Virginia, the rear of which is visible in the background.                                 ITEM
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Photograph of Miss G. E. Mitchell a Secretary to Senator J. Allen Frear, Jr. of Delaware 

9/1949

Records of the U.S. Information Agency

National Archives Identifier: 1633463

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

Working late

This photograph shows Miss G.E. Mitchell, a secretary to Senator J. Allen Frear, Jr. of Delaware working late to send out the Senator’s correspondence. The photograph was taken by Joseph O’Donnell a staff photographer with the United States Information Agency.
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Photograph of Women Rivet Heaters at Puget Sound Navy Yard 

5/29/1919

Records of the Women’s Bureau

National Archives Identifier: 522877

Original caption: Women Rivet Heaters and Passers on, Ship Construction Work. Navy Yard, Puget Sound, Washington.

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

Before “Rosie the Riveter”

Women riveters pose for the camera at the Navy Yard in Puget Sound, Washington. Taken on May 29, 1919, a generation before the more famous World War II image of “Rosie the Riveter,” this photograph shows women working in industrial jobs traditionally filled by men, just as women did during World War II.                                     ITEM
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Photograph of Women Working at a Bell System Telephone Switchboard 

12/22/1943

Records of the Women’s Bureau

National Archives Identifier: 1633445

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

Long distance calls

This photograph shows a telephone switchboard where overseas phone calls were handled during World War II. Many women patriotically joined the industrial workforce to work in shipyards or an aircraft factories, but many more worked in service or clerical jobs as secretaries, bank tellers, retail clerks, and telephone operators.
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Photograph of a Bride in New Ulm, Minnesota 

10/1974

Records of the Environmental Protection Agency

National Archives Identifier: 558235

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

Her day

This photograph of a bride on her wedding day in New Ulm, Minnesota, is one of almost 22,000 images in the National Archives from Documerica, a social and environmental photography project sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency during the 1970s.
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Photograph of a Farm Woman Checking Pantry Supplies 

7/1936

Records of the Extension Service

National Archives Identifier: 1633440

Additional Details on this Document from our Online Exhibit the Digital Vaults:

More work for mom

Traditionally, “women’s work” on the farm included chores like caring for smaller animals, vegetable gardening, child rearing, housework, and food preservation. By 1936, when this photo of a South Dakota “farm woman” checking her pantry supplies was taken, the farm woman’s role as the family’s primary shopper had become more central as a range of consumer goods were more widely available.
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"Become a nurse - Your country needs you", 1941 - 1945
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Victory Waits On Your Fingers - Keep ‘Em Flying Miss U.S.A. 

1941 - 1945

Records of the Office of Government Reports

National Archives Identifier: 515979
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We can do it! 

ca. 1942 - 1943

Records of the War Production Board

National Archives Identifier: 535413

ITEM

15

[image: image16.jpg]



[Woman cooking in a kitchen.] 

Records of the Extension Service

National Archives Identifier: 513406
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“Auxiliaries Ruth Wade and Lucille Mayo (left to right) further demonstrate their ability to service trucks as taught them during the processing period at Fort Des Moines and put into practice at Fort Huachuca, Arizona.” 

12/8/1942

Records of the Office of the Chief Signal Officer

National Archives Identifier: 531153
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“Get A War Job!” 

1941 - 1945

Records of the Office of Government Reports

National Archives Identifier: 513840

ITEM

18

World War II: The Homefront Before and After   

Weighing the Evidence

Name ___________________________________
Examine the documents and text included in this activity. Consider how each document does or does not support two opposing interpretations or conclusions. Fill in the topic or interpretations if they are not provided. To show how the documents support the different interpretations, enter the corresponding document number into the boxes near the interpretation. Write your conclusion response in the space provided. 
[image: image19.jpg]



Women fulfilling their “war duty”





Women fulfilling their “traditional role”
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