Attachment 5


	Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments”


	Modernized Interpretation of the Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments” 
by Sarah Zetts



	“When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one portion of the family of man to assume among the people of the earth a position different from that which they have hitherto occupied, but one to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes that impel them to such a course.”


	When it becomes necessary to change your role or position in life to one that God allows, but has been denied by your fellow man, common courtesy demands that we share our reasons for seeking such change.



	“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights governments are instituted, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”


	Truly, we believe that all men AND women are created equal by their Creator.  We believe that all men AND women have certain rights that cannot be taken away such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  We believe it is the government’s job to protect these rights because the government is meant to work for the people (the governed).



	“Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of those who suffer from it to refuse allegiance to it, and to insist upon the institution of a new government, laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.”


	When the government does not work to protect the rights of the people, men and women, it is the right of those who suffer because of this refusal to insist upon a new government that will work to bring safety and happiness to all.




	Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments”


	Modernized Interpretation of the Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments”
 by Sarah Zetts



	“...when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their duty to throw off such government and to provide new guards for their future security. Such has been the patient sufferance of the women under this government, and such is now the necessity which constrains them to demand the equal station to which they are entitled.”


	(women), it is clear you are being moved toward being controlled by absolute tyranny.  It is the duty of the people to throw out this government for one that will guard the people (women).  Women have suffered under this government patiently, but must now demand equal status because they are entitled to it.



	“The history of mankind is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward woman, having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over her. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world.”


	History shows that man has repeatedly stomped on the rights of women in an effort to maintain complete control over them.  Look at the proof.



	“He has never permitted her to exercise her inalienable right to the elective franchise.”


	Women have never been given their inalienable right to vote!



	“He has compelled her to submit to law in the formation of which she had no voice.”


	Women have to obey laws that they had no voice in making.



	“He has withheld from her rights which are given to the most ignorant and degraded men, both natives and foreigners.”


	Even the most ignorant men have more rights than women have.



	“Having deprived her of this first right as a citizen, the elective franchise, thereby leaving her without representation in the halls of legislation, he has oppressed her on all sides.” 
	Because women have never had the right to vote, this has left them with no representation in Congress, therefore oppressing them further.



	Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments”


	Modernized Interpretation of the Original Text Excerpts from “The Declaration of Sentiments” 
by Sarah Zetts



	"He has taken from her all rights in property, event o the wages she earns."
	Women do not even have the right to own property, not even their own wages belong to them!



	“In the covenant of marriage, she is compelled to promise obedience to her husband, he becoming, to all intents and purposes, her master — the law giving him power to deprive her of her liberty and to administer chastisement.”


	If a woman is married, she is forced to obey her husband as if he were her master.  He has total control of her.  He can strip her of all freedoms and punish her if she disobeys him.



	“He has denied her the facilities for obtaining a thorough education, all colleges being closed against her.”


	Women do not have the right to get a decent education.  She cannot attend college.



	“In entering upon the great work before us, we anticipate no small amount of misconception, misrepresentation, and ridicule; but we shall use every instrumentality within our power to effect our object. We shall employ agents, circulate tracts, petition the state and national legislatures, and endeavor to enlist the pulpit and the press in our behalf.”


	We know that women have a tough road ahead and much work still to do.  We know that women will be ridiculed and misrepresented for their efforts, but we plan to use everything in our power to continue to petition for change.
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